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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE NETBALL ASSOCIATION 

GENERAL CLUBS’ MEETING 

THURSDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2025 

AT JOHN A STEPHENS 

Clubs Present 
 
Bingham 
Boots 
Bramcote 
Bridgford 
Cliftonettes 
Hucknall Town 
 

Nottingham City 
Nottingham Sirens 
Players 
Pumas 
Thistle 
 

 

Committee Members Present 
 
Pam Weatherby  Chair / Officiating Lead 
Anne Henderson  Vice Chair / Governance & Finance TSG Lead / Resolutions Lead 
Jane Morrell   County Association Treasurer 
Merle Laur   NCNA Secretary / Website & Social Media Secretary 
Lyndsey Middleton  Competition TSG Lead 
Pauline Shipman  Performance TSG Lead / Volunteer & Club Development 
Ruth Swaby   Membership / Minuting Secretary 
    
 

1 WELCOME 

Pam Weatherby welcomed all present to the meeting. 

 

2 APOLOGIES  

Sue Hunter   Honorary Life Member 
Rowena Hackwood  East Midlands Regional Chair 
Claire Bowen   NDO – Nottinghamshire & Derbyshire 
 

3 AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING – 28 July 2025 

None 

 

Proposed by Lyndsey Middleton and seconded by Merle Laur and accepted as a true record. 

 

4 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING – 28 July 2025 

Item 3 – there was only 1 person present to receive their trophy and no other photos were 

submitted.  ML to publish the names of the winners and the photo. 
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Item 10b – School County Rounds – special thanks to AH for organising the entries.  There was a 

tournament held for U14 and U16.  As only 2 Schools entered the U19 both schools will 

automatically go forward and represent Notts at the regional event in January 2026. 

 

Item 12 – One Awards – we have a National One Awards winner – Claire Bowen won the  

Outstanding Contribution of the Year award. Very well deserved and huge congratulations to her. 

 

5 GOVERNANCE – ANNE HENDERSON  

5i) Current Vacancies 

We have 2 vacancies – Coaching TSG Lead and Schools TSG Lead and both role descriptions 

are on the website. 

 

There are no budget or County plans in place for either of these groups.  There has not been 

a Coaching TSG Lead for a least 2 years.  AH acknowledged the support of 2 members of 

Schools TSG for U14 and U16 county rounds.  

 

Any member who is interested in any of the roles could shadow the role to see what’s 

involved.  We do need more volunteers on the committee. 

 

5ii) Other Updates 

County Investment Fund details have been updated and are on the website.  We have 

removed the need to submit your claim within the same financial year as some 

qualifications cannot be achieved in these timescales.  The claims should be made within 2 

months of achievement or certificate received.  It was mentioned that certificates are taking 

longer to receive and all present was advised to take a screen shot of their Engage 

information for the claim. 

 

6 CENTENARY OF ENGLAND NETBALL IN 2026 – PAM WEATHERBY 

England Netball turns 100 years in 2026, in your clubs you may want celebrate this.  Notts 

Netball has no plans as a Committee to do anything.  If your clubs want to do this we will 

need support / volunteers with any events. 

 

England Netball will be putting on an exhibition at University of Huddersfield. 

 

PS has shared with Joan Mills information on Notts Netball Association.  
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7 COMPETITION – LYNDSEY MIDDLETON 

7i) League Questionnaire – Olivia Murphy – Winter League Secretary 

How satisfied are you with the league so far? 4.4 

How satisfied are you with the quality of the indoor venues? 4.6 

 

How has the move indoors affected player performance/enjoyment? Positive – 85%  

How has the move indoors affected injury rates/concerns? 

Increased – 55% 

No change – 40% 

Decreased – 5% 

 

How has the move indoors affected game flow and officiating? 

Improved – 60% 

No change – 35% 

Worse – 5% 

 

Would you prefer to continue playing indoors for future seasons?  

Yes, definitely – 75.5% 

Yes, with some changes – 20% 

Unsure – 4.5% 

 

Any additional comments? 

Rules regarding spectators – this cannot be amended as we are playing in an England 

Netball registered league. Refer to World Netball rule 1.11 

• The playing enclosure consist of the field of play and the bench zone.  Entry to the 

playing enclosure during the match is limited to those persons accredited by the 

event organiser. 

Anyone on a team bench must have full or supporter membership. England Netball 

Supporters Membership costs £15.89. Membership benefits apply. 

 

7ii) Venue Update  

OM and LM have been liaising with a new venue which would solve the issue of spectators 

who could use a viewing gallery. A meeting scheduled this weekend. 

 

It has been a challenge arranging 25 teams across 4 venues, but the survey is in favour of 

staying indoors for our netball league. 

 

Clifton venue – JM and LM should on a weekly basis receive the codes for the barrier to gain 

entry closer to the sports hall. 
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Some complaints have been made regarding the floor being dirty and slippery at Emmanuel 

School.  The football goal posts were left out for last weeks game but were put away by the 

umpires on the next game.  Any problems should be referred to the duty member of staff. 

 

Reminder – for those clubs who requested to pay their league fees in 2 payments, your next 

payment is due by 1 January 2026. Late payment will result in elimination from the 

remainder of the season. 

 

7iii) Competition Cup  

LM is looking at organising some kind of cup competition like the F A Cup where all teams 

will be entered and play against teams they would not normally play. 

 

7iv) Summer League  

Summer League will move back outside at NUSA.  Lisa Borjse will be taking a step back in 

2026 on maternity leave, so OM has offered to take on this role.  LM will be advertising on 

Social Media early to see if we can attract more teams to play. 

 

8 VOLUNTEER & CLUB DEVELOPMENT – SUSTAINABILITY – PAULINE SHIPMAN 

Pledgeball is a charity that engages the sports community in environmental sustainability by 

encouraging them to make and track pledges. The charity uses a matchday system where 

fans pledge to save the most to win points, creating a league table for clubs to foster 

community engagement and climate action. These pledges can range from small, daily 

changes like using a reusable cup. More details can be found on the East Midlands Netball 

website. 

 

9 PERFORMANCE UPDATE – PAULINE SHIPMAN 

New policy from England Netball on the eligibility and guidelines for the players.  We have 

new Counties in our East Midlands Group which now include Birmingham and South 

Staffordshire which in turn means the players have further to travel. 

 

10 OFFICIATING – PAM WEATHERBY 

Report attached 

 

11 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Monday 20 July 2026 at 7.30pm at John A Stephens 
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COL report for Clubs’ meeting 20th November 2025 

New EN guidelines for Young Umpires Oct 2025 

Document received from EN Officiating. This has been shared with Two Counties and Erewash 

League as well as with Notts Officiating TSG members and our NDO for comments. Several common 

concerns have been raised which I have collated and forwarded to EN. No response yet received so 

no amendments to our current county guidelines will be implemented yet. If any club wants further 

information or advice, contact COL. 

Summary of awards and courses since July 2025  

Into Officiating: 7 qualified (not all assessed in Notts). 9 attended course – not all contacted COL 

post course for support, 12 still actively involved in central mentor sessions. 1 on waiting list for 

assessment. Total of 38 learners potentially working towards IO! 

C Award: 4 qualified (none assessed in Notts), 17 actively engaged with allocated mentor and most 

have a written pass. 2 on waiting list for assessment plus 2 more applications expected! 

B Award: 2 recent assessments NYMC. 1 attended a course. 4 actively working towards B, 3 with 

written pass.  

Notts Mentor Programme Reviewed 24th July 2025 (website has been updated) 

Managing expectations of available support for those working towards Into Officiating Award. 

Unrealistic to expect 7 mentors to offer individual support to learners post course attendance. Main 

issues, particularly for young umpires is confidence. REGULAR practical experience at club training 

sessions offers the best opportunity to gain confidence. Can clubs consider offering support within 

their sessions on a regular basis? Central venue sessions give mentors the opportunity to observe 

and give feedback for further development or to advise application for assessment. These sessions 

are held 3 times per season (November, February and June). 

Mentor support for those working towards C or higher. Currently manageable. We have 1 new 

volunteer who is shadowing existing mentors bringing our total to 8 plus 1 other who works with 

umpires in Bassetlaw. 

Umpire Forums 2025-26 A total of 3 forums were held on 13th and 18th September and 9th November 

2025. A total of 77 umpires are now on the eligible umpire list. C* and above: 27, C: 29 and qualified 

IO: 21. Please check you have the latest version dated 09.11.2025. Further updates will follow after 

successful assessments. 


